
Who’s Your
Farmer?

2024 Annual Report to Our Community



To build a strong community food
system that fosters socially just ways of

accessing food.

Our Mission:

Nourishing People. Cultivating Community.



Thank you for being part of our journey. 

Gretchen Boyer, Executive Director

2024 was a monumental year for Land to Hand. We significantly
expanded our reach, touching more lives within our community as
the need for our programs continues to grow.

As I mark my ninth year leading this incredible organization, I'm
profoundly humbled by the deep relationships and connections
we've forged in this community. What I cherish most about this
work is our partnerships. When faced with a new challenge, I can
readily connect with fellow executive directors for guidance. These
invaluable collaborations are at the heart of our Flathead nonprofit
values. We uplift each other, whether through accessibility
training, mental health first aid, or collaboratively tackling food
insecurity—we are truly in this together.

I'm incredibly grateful for the Whitefish Community Foundation's
vision of fostering collaboration. My sincere thanks also go to the
Nate Chute Foundation for prioritizing our team's mental well-
being through essential training. We appreciate Dream Adaptive
for helping us make our events more accessible, and the North
Valley Food Bank for our collaborative efforts in combating hunger
across the northern valley and Lincoln County.

Most of all, I am grateful for the neighbors we serve. They inspire
us every day to do better and be better. And particularly, the
children with whom we share the joy of planting, tending, and
harvesting. It's an honor to inspire the next generation to
understand and care about where their food comes from. This
year, we have so much to be thankful for, and I am most grateful
for our community's continued support.

Dear Friends and Supporters,



FARM TO SCHOOL
We’re proud to share that in 2024, Land to Hand
taught 187 second-grade students through six months
of immersive nutrition and cooking classes. 

The curriculum was truly hands-on, with students
making everything from rainbow smoothies with local
beets to savory salads featuring Montana-grown
carrots, lentils, and chickpeas.

Farm to School education is vital for the next
generation to truly understand and appreciate where
their food comes from. 

65 Classes visited the Wildcat Garden

1628 Students sampled Harvest of the Month
recipes made by their classmates

65 Kids attended free summer art classes in the
Wildcat Garden



Local students can pick up a $5 coin at the
L2H booth for free and can spend it on
fresh fruits, vegetables, or plants that grow
food. 232 students from 15 different
Flathead Valley schools engaged in School
Coin spending at local markets in 2024.

School Coins

In 2024, our Harvest of the Month
programming soared, putting hands-on
cooking into the classroom. Fourteen
different classes successfully prepared
seven seasonal recipes throughout the year,
resulting in samples reaching over 1,600
students throughout the school district.

Harvest of the Month

-Emma (CFSD Student and Garden Club Member)

“I wanted to do something new and learn to garden. We live in the woods so we can’t have
a garden at home. I’ve learned how to plant things that I’ve never planted before. I’ve also
learned what you can and can’t eat like different types of flowers. I never knew that golden
raspberries existed, and now my parents look for them when we go to buy food. I definitely
want to plant golden raspberries in the future. I want to grow plants for the deer and myself
in the future.”

Classes in the Wildcat Garden
Our educational reach is growing! From
2023 to 2024, we saw a 25% increase in
the number of Columbia Falls School
District classes visiting the Wildcat Garden
to engage with plants and food systems.



FOOD FOR ALL

232 School Coins redeemed by local students

166 Senior Coupon Booklets given away to local seniors

637 Staff and Volunteer hours committed to markets

We've seen another year of significant growth in the
utilization of our Food for All programs, particularly at
the Kalispell market. The community's need is clear, and
we're proud to be addressing it. 

Across both markets in 2024, we provided $10,689 in
Double SNAP Dollar incentives, which our participants
then turned into $33,500+ in SNAP-eligible sales. This
spending directly supports our local producers, proving
that our clients are actively choosing to back the local
food system. Thank you for making such a positive
impact!

Food For All Spending by Market

Kalispell
$28,013

Whitefish
$5,715



FOOD RX

“I haven't been hungry since being in the
program. I really like the paperwork sent
that describes what the vegetables are and
how to use them. Really appreciate your
creativity, willingness to listen, and that you
are open to suggestions.”

-Food Rx participant

Food Rx is designed to address the interconnected
issues of food insecurity and diet-related health risks.
We supply participating families with a regular share of
fresh produce, completely free of charge, ensuring that
healthy eating is accessible to those who need it most.

In 2024, every member of the Food Rx program
received tools to maximize their health journey. In
addition to regular fresh produce shares, they had
access to seasonal nutrition education, user-friendly
recipes corresponding to their produce shares, and
hands-on learning through in-person classes offered at
Logan Health.

In 2024, we saw an increase of 13% in the total amount
spent on fresh produce through the Food Rx Program,
which directly supports our local farmers and
economy. 

$38,093 Total spent on fresh produce in 2024

85 Families served

1423 Total shares distributed



WEEKEND BACKPACK
PROGRAM

Our Columbia Falls based meal program ensures
students don't go hungry when school is out. We
provide essential supplemental meals during weekends
and school holidays. Elementary and middle school
students receive pre-packed food bags, all assembled
by our incredible volunteers.

Columbia Falls High School students benefit from a
choice-style food pantry right on campus, allowing
them to select foods that fit their specific needs.

80,700

1,623

375

Total meals distributed in 2024

Holiday bags handed out

Students receiving weekend food each week

Thursday Pickup | 3pm - 6pm

For families not enrolled in the school-based
distribution, we offer an open food pickup every
Thursday at our Columbia Falls location. This option
ensures any family in the community can access
essential weekend food support.

Through our fresh snack program, over 27,000
pounds of local produce were distributed to CFSD
schools in 2024. Through this program, we spent
over $7,800 on locally sourced apples and carrots. 



“The community fridge at the Wildcat garden has
been wonderful to supplement our food this
summer and to include more fresh produce!”

- a community member

After a successful launch of our community produce
fridge, we now have one fridge at the Wildcat Garden
and one at our office in Whitefish. 

The fridges are often stocked with fresh produce
harvested from the Wildcat Garden or donated by
Whitefish Lions Club members and other local farmers.
We also had many community members who donated
produce grown in their backyard gardens. The fridges
make it easy for Backpack Program participants to take
fresh food home for the weekend.

If you have extra abundance from your own garden, we
accept donations of fresh produce! Find the fridge at
279 Veteran Dr, Columbia Falls on the porch, or at 311
E 1st St B, Whitefish, MT 59937 in the alley. 

Community Produce Fridge



FREE THE SEEDS

If you’ve ever planted fava beans or buckwheat seeds from the
seed library in Columbia Falls, it’s almost guaranteed that they
were grown by Christine Dye in her backyard garden in
Kalispell. Chris was one of the founding members of Free the
Seeds and championed every part of the seed giveaway. Every
year, Chris grew and donated seeds, weighed, measured, and
sorted seeds to be packed for the event, staffed the seed room,
and connected Land to Hand with local classrooms to have kids
help with packing seeds. We are so grateful to Chris for 10
years of supporting Free the Seeds and miss her dearly.

Art: Ellen Mering

Please remember to plant, grow,
and then SAVE some seeds to

donate back to us so we can get
them cleaned, packaged, and back
out into the community. Find seeds
at our year-round Seed Library in

the Columbia Falls Library.

Free The Seeds is our largest annual educational
gathering, offering interactive workshops, activities, and
free seed sharing for everyone in the community. Our
2024 event, themed "Honoring Our Roots: Sowing the
Seeds of a Sustainable Future," was our most attended
yet! Additionally, we ensure year-round access to seeds
through our Seed Library at the Columbia Falls
ImagineIf library.

17,000 Seed packets given away to our community

1,500+ Attendees at the 2024 event

31 Workshops taught by local experts



Volunteers

We are immensely grateful for the vast network of
volunteers who make our work possible. This includes
countless dedicated solo and family volunteers, student
groups, and a wide array of community organizations.
Groups like Rotary, Lions Club, Powdered Soul, various
church groups, hockey and soccer teams, and the Girl
Scouts consistently share their time and talent.
Furthermore, local businesses such as Park Side Credit
Union, First Interstate Bank, and Pursuit Collective are
invaluable partners. Truly, we couldn't achieve our mission
without this incredible support!

1330 Total hours donated from our community

433 Unique volunteers

8 Programs to volunteer for within Land to Hand MT



By the Numbers

Special thanks to our wonderful community for their continued support of
our Food Access & Education programs. 

Revenues
Foundations.....................
Contributions..................
.Great Fish
Community Challenge.....

Earned Income.................
Reimbursements.............. $44,985

$31,547

$286,531

$212,101

$145,195

$720,359Total...............................

Expenses
Programs..........................
Administration.................

$737,145
$27,784

$764,929Total...............................



Celebrating our Donors!

To our dedicated donors of
2024, please accept our
most sincere gratitude. 

Your incredible generosity
was the driving force that
ensured vulnerable families
received consistent access
to fresh, high-quality
produce and vital nutrition
education throughout our
service area. 

This investment goes
directly toward building
health and stability in our
neighborhoods. Together,
we are actively
strengthening the
foundation of our local food
system, working to create a
resilient community where
every person can be
properly nourished and
sustained. Thank you for
making such a significant
impact this year.

Christine Abel
Abruzzo Italian Kitchen
Doug and Camie Adams
Abundant Montana
AGL Foundation
Kim Akey
Sophie Albert
Naomi Alhadeff
Leslie Allen
Crystal Allison
Lori Alsbury
American Heart Association
Carrie and Matt Amerman
Karl and Kim Anderson
Angora Ridge Foundation
Apanii
Jean Arcel
Jim Archibald
Maria Arias
Carol and Richard Atkinson
Dominic Auten
Backslope Brewing, LLC
Brent and Laura Baker
Hannah Baker
JT Baker
Nome Baker
Robin Baker
Jeff Baldo
Julie and Summerfield Baldridge
Thomas and Louise Bannigan
Baracker Flynn Foundation
Joe Barberis
Rick and Trish Bartoskewitz
Sharlot Battin
Derek Batting
Elizabeth and William Bayne
Salena W Beckwith
Henry Beebe
Nancy Beech

Cat and Travis Berro
Matt Bertoia
Amy Besaw
Donnie and Darlene Bestwick
Beta Sigma Phi of Whitefish - Xi
Omicron
Todd Biederman
Big Mountain Ciderworks
Karen Black
William Dean Blackaby
Blackstar LLC
Cameron Blake
Dee Blank
Erin Bodman
Sara Boilen
Diane Bokor
James Bonnet
Katie Boyd
Gretchen and Matt Boyer
Ralph and Stephanie Boyer
Stephanie Boyer
Kenneth Braaten
Ron and Marilyn Brandt
Barb and Scott Brant
Casey Brickner
Phoebe Bright
John Browning
Ken Browning
Jessica Bruinsma
Gail Buck
Bonnie Buckingham
John Bush
Helen Bushby
Peggy and Kris Caister
Jarrod Calabrese
Cheryl Callahan
Sally Cameron-Russell
Gayle Carlson
Thomas and Kristine Carlson



Jen Carpenedo
Bill Carpenter
James and Sue Carstens
Maureen Casey
Larry and Helen Cates
Linda Chauner
Scot Chisholm
Christ Lutheran Church
Maureen Cleary
Connie Cohen
Taylor Colvert
Kearstyn Cook
Deidre Corson
Corwin Motors
Carolina Cotman
Wendy Coyne
Steven Crews
Tim Crist
Nancy Cronin
Maggi Crotty
Lanette Cuffe
Cara Cummins
Katherine Curtis
William and Sarah Dakin
Cassady Daley
Davidson Construction Inc.
Janet Davidson
Bobbi DeAngelis
Ryan DeAngelis
Jane Decker
Bill and Necia DeGroot
Jake and Meghan DeGroot
Shams and Kelly Deitrick
Naomi and Ryder Delaloye
Leslie and Chris DiMaio
Jennifer Dolan
Brad and Kathryn Dolesh
Lynnette and Mark Donaldson
Jordonna Dores
Matt and Kelley Dowdell
David William Dunn
EarthStar Farm
Shayle Ehlers
Amy and Greg Eller
Brittan and Lauren Ellingson
Linda Engh-Grady and Dave
Grady
Felicia Ennis
Bart and Carole Erickson
Leif and Aubrey Erickson

Theresa M. Erickson
Dave and Sarah Ericson
Sally Ericsson
Marlo and Zeffie Erslev
John and Marianne Evenhuis
Dan Fagre
Farm To Fork Catering &
Kitchen
Courtney Fawcett
Kary Feeley
Quinn Fitzpatrick
Flathead Conservation District
Flathead Valley Exchange Club
Ian Fleming
Patricia Flemington-Holmes
Fleur Bake Shop
Frederick and Nancy Flint
Lisa Flowers
Shirley Folkwein
Lisa and Chris Follett
Pierson and Karen Forbes
Raquel Frazin
Freedom Bank
Rhonda Friedman
Caroline Frisbee
Timothy Frye
Brian Furey
Keith and Lindsey Gardner
R. John Gardner
Tom Garwin and Sally Ericsson
Richard and Glenda Gehri
Joanna Gehrig
Eric Robert Gerholz
Ron Gerson
Andrea Getts
Marissa Getts
Niels Getts
Emily Getts-Farr
Glacier Ace Hardware LLC
Glacier Bank
Jordan Glosser
Stephen and Sally Glutting
Chap and Meg Godsey
Patti Gohn
Adele Goldberg
David Gordon
Dick Gordon
Joel and Bonnie Gorton
Monica Graff
Dorinda Gray

Amy Gredler
Gail Gredler
Alan Gregory
Lois Gross
Ryan Grout
Ryan and Beth Gunlikson
Jennifer Hintz Guse
Zoe Gustafson
Alexander Haase
Heidi Haenisch
Chelsea Hagen
Dustin Haley
Wendy Hall
Carla Hannaford
Adam and Aleta Hannigan
Rita Hanson
Michael and Sandra Hanson-Koness
Tom Harding
Emily and Sam Harkness
Ruth Harrison
Lauren Hartle
Melissa and Dave Hartman
Peter Harvey
Joyce Hassard
Shayne and Kristi Hatfield
Joan Hawkinson
Stephanie Hawkinson
Heartstead Home and Garden
Services
Judy Hebing
Michael and Maureen Hein
Emilie Henry
Cynthia Hess
Emily Hess
Janna Hibler
Suzanne and Richard Hildner
Tricia Jean Hinchey
Michael Hindery
Rod and Doris Hines
William and Molly Hobgood
Alex Hoelzen
Cary Hofstad
Kendra Hope
Shawn Hosford
Philip and Heidi Howeth
Matthew Hoyne
Andy Hudak III
Leslie and Will Hunt
Tim Hunt
Nancy Hyde



Ila B. Dousman Fund Inc.
Insured Titles
Michele Irelan
Elizabeth Jackson
Marcie Jackson
Charles James
Patricia Jaquith
Robert Jellison
Paul and Ann Jeremiassen
Claudine Johnson
Gordon Johnson
Rhett and Patty Johnson
Lloyd Jones
Mike Jopek and Pam Gerwe
Mark Jungerman
Kalispell Farmers Market
Jane Karas
Donna Kellam
Steven and Melissa Kelly
Robin Kelson
Michele Kiefer
Linda Kiltz
Jessie King
Richard Kinonen
Clifford and Cassidy Kipp
Robert Kiriakos
Amy Kirk
Leslie Kline
Sarah Knapp
Paula Koch
Betsy Kohnstamm
John Kramer
Kroger Foundation
Stephanie Kuhl
Jesse Kuntz
John and Dana Lacey
Ryan Lakey
Lauren Langmead
Laurie Lapan
Stefanie and Scott Larkin
Arnold and Karen Larsen
Andrew Larson
Jennifer Larson
Kurt and Carol Larson
Stephanie Larson
luke lavin
Erica Lengacher
Lesar Foundation
John and Katie Lesar
Gillian Levy

Casey Lewis
Don and Sue Lewis
Emily Lewis
Moira Linam
Allyson Lipscomb
Logan Health Foundation
Lynette Lorenzen
LPL Financial
Bret Luedke
Steve Lull
Grace MacArthur
Linda Maetzold
Dennis and Annie Malinak
Brian and Denise Manning
Grant Marcuccio
Kathleen Marshall
Kimberley Marshall
Jenny and Jeremiah Martin
Ashley Mattson
Jamie Maxwell
Eric and Amy May
Janet Mayo
Paul and Janice McCann
Babby McCartney
Samantha McGowan
Valerie McIntyre
Christine McKenney
Rosemary McKinnon
Annie McLaughlin
George and Celeste McLean
Deidre McMullin
Carissa McNamara
Jasmine McShea
Jan Meadows
Keith Meehan
Bobby Meeker
Rhona Meislik
Ellen Mering
Mark Mering
Rebecca Messa
Jan Metzmaker
Jessica Mihaly
Brian and Heidi Miller
Bridjett Miller
Linda Miller
Ronald and Jean Miller
Sally Miller
Amanda Minatra
Susan Moll
Stephanie Molzhon

Montana Farmers Union
Don and Terri Montgomery
Hailey Moore
Shira Morin
John Muhlfeld
Johanna and Chris Muller
Mackenzie Jordan Muller
Abby Murph
Anne Murphy-Hagan
Donna Nakano
National Center for Appropriate
Technology
Samuel and Ruth Neff
Nelson's Ace Hardware
Matt and Megan Nerdig
Marla Newbury
Courtney Nielsen
Amy and Kevin Nimmo
NMAR Charitable Foundation
Colter Norick
Tara Norick
H Oberholtzer
Eric and Anne Oehlerich
Catherine Olsen
John and Laurie Opatz
Our Savior's Lutheran Church
Park Side Credit Union
Larry and Val Parsons
Partain Paint and Stain
Andrew Paslawsky
Sophie Passino
Doug and Kelly Peppmeier
Carl and Kellsey Perkins
Persimmon Gallery
Regan Peschel
Samuel Pestorius
Andrea Peters
Ben Peters
Meg Petersen
Dan and Carol Peterson
Hannah Plumb
Lonnie Porro
Charles and Rachel Potter
Dow and Becky Powell
Tony and Rebecca Powell
Alekya Prathivadi
Whitney Pratt
Cary Proefrock
Teckla Putnam
Mike Quinlan



Teresa Quinn
McKenzie Quinn-Barnett
Jean Rabe Kramer
Kelly Redfield
Laird Reed
Bob and Chris Reeder
Robert Reeder
Juliann Reiland and Phil Tau
John Repke
Revel Real Estate
Trinda and John Rieck
Michael Righetti
Erick Robbins
Lynn Rochard
Jill Rocksund
Susan Rodgers
Sue Marie Root
Rotary Club of Columbia Falls
Flathead Electric - Roundup for
Safety
Carol Rowberg
Walter Rowntree and Laura
Renyolds
Reid and Kirsten Sabin
Paige Sadowski
Beth Saltonstall
Jedd Sankar-Gorton
John and Carol Santa
Robert and Deborah Sapp
Save Farmland
Camisha Booth Sawtelle
Beth Schecher
Kristen Schepker
Scot Schermerhorn
Cynthia Schlesinger
Brian Schott
Mara Schradle
Anne Scott-Markle
Julie and Thomas Sebby
Denise Seehusen
Peter and Jill Seigmund
Becky Seiler
Brenna Sellars
Clark Sellars
Candace Shaeffer Shaeffer
Iris Sharp
Sabrina Shattles
Hilary and Tim Shaw
Michael Shaw
Shennan Family Fund

John Shigo and Christina
Larsen
Daniel and Kim Short
Jared Sibbitt
Daniel and Susie Sidder
Aaron and Allison Siems
Austin Skeens
Samantha Slavik
Doc Smiley
Lucy Smith
Stephanie Smith
Susan Smith
Will Smith
Jon and Kim Solem
Stage Road Estate Property
Services
Jay Stagg
Rachael Stephens
Rick Stern
Julie Stetter
Richard A Stevens
Anthony and Sarah Stewart
Stockman Bank
Nicholas Stockton
Don Stolte
Mike and Bonnie Streeter
Greg and Alanna Strong
Charles Stuart
Patricia Sullivan
Kathy Tabler
Samantha Tappenbeck
Janis Taylor
Kacey Thaggard
Last Chair Kitchen & Bar
The Heart of Whitefish
The High Stakes Foundation
The Landlord Property
Management
The ZaneRay Group
Ben Thiem
Ethan Thompson
Jerry and Meg Thompson
Steve Thompson
Brogan Thomsen
Julie and Sam Tickle
Robert Tinkler
Kim Torpen
Town Pump Charitable
Foundation
Tracy Foundation

Treacy Foundation
Hal Trost
Daniel Tutko
Two Bear Farm
Joe Valenti
Jennifer Valentine
Sunny Valentino
Kristi Van Hoosen
Jordan and Sarah Vaughan
Susan Waldron
Benjamin and Katherine Ward
Shawn Watts
Randal Webb
Amy and Zac Weinberg
Linda Wendt
West Glacier Elementary
Weyerhaeuser Company
Ardy and Steve Whisler
Allison Whitby
William and Karen Whitby
Susan White
Whitefish Community
Foundation
David and Carrie Wick
Wicked Good Produce
Wes Wilkinson
Larry Williams
Sarah Williams
Suzy Williams
Josh Willson
Marjorie Wilson
Eric and Sylvi Winthrop
Mary Wirtalla
Gavin Wisdom
Kevin and Mary Witbrod
Ted and Julia Wycall
Michael Yelinek
Charlie and Terri Young
Colin Young and Becca Barrett
Mark and Virginia Zielinski
Daniel Zlogar
David Zor



Community Partners
By becoming a Community Partner with Land to Hand,
local businesses clearly demonstrate their support for
our mission and the well-being of the Flathead Valley.
Our two largest initiatives, Farm to School and the
Weekend Backpack Program, are proudly based in
Columbia Falls, directly benefiting families within that
community. Additionally, our programs like Free The
Seeds, Food For All, and Food Rx extend their positive
impact to a wider audience across the entire Flathead
Valley and surrounding areas. We deeply appreciate the
generous support of our partners who join us in serving
this community.Beefsteak Tomato

Corwin Motors Kalispell

Revel Real Estate

Sweet Pea
The Body Mechanic

Freedom Bank

Whitefish Credit Union

Park Side Credit Union

Glacier Bank

Backslope Brewing



A note from our Board
In partnership with a truly exceptional staff, the Land
to Hand board of directors has been fortunate to
oversee the growth and maturation of the
organization across 2024. We launched the year with
a clear roadmap outlined in our 2024-2026 Strategic
Plan. The four pillars of the plan are financial
sustainability, community engagement, leadership,
and governance infrastructure. In each domain, we
worked diligently to actualize our goals, further
ensuring a sustainable future for the organization.
Some of our accomplishments include a strategic
investment of operational reserve, refining financial
reporting structures, succession planning for staff
and board members, and expanding board member
education. 

Looking ahead, it is clear that the funding landscape
for food and nutrition security programs is in flux.
We will need to draw on our resourcefulness, this
generous community, and several innovative
partnerships to sustain our work offering fresh, local,
and nutritious food to those who need it most. We
are confident that we have built the systems to
sustain Land to Hand over time and I am grateful for
the commitment, inspiration, and care that our staff,
board, volunteers, farmers, clients, and funders offer
week after week and year after year. 

Thank you for your support. 

Erica Lengacher
Board President



279 Veteran Dr Columbia Falls
Mailing:
P.O. Box 4404 Whitefish, MT 59937

406.616.2017
hello@landtohandmt.org
landtohandmt.org
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